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Scientific knowledge is crucial for shaping policies related to climate, environment, sustaina-

bility, and resources. To have an impact on politics, research needs to communicate in a way 

that addresses needs and offers solutions. However, it is important to identify the most effec-

tive science policy formats that can enrich political debates. While there are now many re-

sources available to scientists who would like to engage in the policymaking process, finding 

specific information or practical examples that relate to a specific discipline or field of research 

can be challenging. 

The session “Science policy interface: Shaping debates and building bridges” contributed to 

bridging that gap by highlighting success stories from scientists who have engaged in policy 

and made critical societal impacts – either on a European, national, or local level – across 

different scientific disciplines and science officers who have facilitated successful science-pol-

icy-dialogues. In the session, we examined the various challenges that researchers face when 

engaging on the science-policy interface and shared insights into various strategies to manage 

and overcome these challenges. 

 

Oral presentations 

 

After a brief convener introduction by Marie Heidenreich, Giorgia Stasi, Chloe Hill, Maria Vit-

toria Gargiulo, and Katharina Sielemann, 14 speakers showcased their science-policy projects. 

 

 
Group picture of the speakers and co-conveners who contributed to the PICO session ‘Science Policy Interface: 

Shaping Debates and Building Bridges’. © Helmholtz SynCom 

 

https://meetingorganizer.copernicus.org/EGU24/session/49288
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In her talk, "From Frontier Research to Public Action: Some examples from projects funded by 

the ERC," Julie Oppenheimer from the European Research Council (ERC) highlighted exam-

ples of ERC-funded Earth Sciences projects that have led to societal and policy actions. She 

began by explaining that the ERC funds groundbreaking "bottom-up" research without prede-

fined objectives or priorities. Evaluating panels are instructed to assess proposals solely on 

scientific merit, with societal impact not being a criterion. However, some research projects, 

initially unrelated to policy, have produced results relevant to evidence-based policies and pub-

lic actions. "Public interest outcomes don’t necessarily come exclusively from research de-

signed for societal purposes," Oppenheimer noted. The research topics presented ranged from 

physical oceanography and hydrology to fire monitoring and atmospheric pollution. Oppenhei-

mer described how ERC grantees pursued various paths, including creating their own consul-

tancies, being invited after posting a tweet, or focusing on journalism and outreach. She em-

phasized that "curiosity-driven research may have an impact beyond academic knowledge." 

The presentation was co-authored by David Gallego Torres, Noélie Auvergne, Jannik Siel-

mann, and Eystein Jansen. 

 

 
Julie Oppenheimer from the European Research Council (ERC) at EGU 2024. © Helmholtz SynCom 

Marylou Athanase presented a delegation trip involving early career researchers from seven 

Helmholtz Centres to the European Parliament, which took place in December 2023. During 

the trip, the scientists met with members of the European Parliament and officials from the 

European Commission's Directorates General Climate and DEFIS (Defence Industry and 

Space). During the trip, the delegation also engaged in discussions with representatives from 

the European Space Agency (ESA), the European Earth observation system Copernicus, and 

the Institute of Natural Sciences. The researchers participated in meetings of the European 

Parliament's Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) and the Committee on Ag-

riculture and Rural Development (AGRI). Additionally, they took part in a lunch debate titled 
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“Copernicus Data for the Arctic,” organized by Mercator Ocean and MEP Niklas Nienaß. Ath-

anase's talk, "'EEmeetsEP' - Helmholtz Earth and Environment Meets the European Parlia-

ment and Stakeholders in Brussels," was co-authored by Alison Beamish, Séverine Furst, Al-

mudena Garcia-Garcia, Marie Heidenreich, Hanna Joerss, Martina Klose, Mirjam Langhans, 

David Mengen, and Katharina Sielemann. 

 

 
Marylou Athanase from the German Alfred Wegener Institute, Helmholtz Centre for Polar and Marine Research 

(AWI). © Helmholtz SynCom 

Petra Seibert from the University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences (BOKU), Institute of 

Meteorology & Climatology, Vienna, Austria, presented a talk titled "Scientific Support for the 

Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons," co-authored by Ivana Hughes, Noel Stott, 

Gerardo Suarez, and A. K. M. Raushan Kabir Zoardar. The presentation highlighted the im-

portance of scientific input in the implementation of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 

Weapons (TPNW), which was negotiated in 2017 and entered into force in 2021, having been 

signed by 93 states, with 69 ratifications. 

The TPNW was driven by concerns over the catastrophic impact of nuclear war and frustration 

over the lack of progress in nuclear disarmament. It is underpinned by scientific evidence pre-

sented during humanitarian impact conferences in Norway, Mexico, and Austria in 2013 and 

2014. The Treaty not only bans various nuclear weapon-related activities but also includes 

provisions for victim assistance and environmental remediation. 

Seibert discussed the establishment of the Scientific Advisory Group (SAG) at the first Meet-

ing of States Parties in 2022. The SAG, composed of 15 independent experts, was tasked 

with reporting on the status and developments regarding nuclear weapons, including risks, 

humanitarian consequences, and disarmament. Their first report, delivered in autumn 2023, 

provided an overview of global nuclear stockpiles, modernization efforts, risks, humanitarian 

impacts, and verification of disarmament. 
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Key points from the SAG report included: Global Nuclear Stockpiles and Modernization, Nu-

clear Risks, Humanitarian Consequences, and Disarmament Verification. The presentation 

underscored the critical role of science in informing policy and ensuring the effective imple-

mentation of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, advocating for strengthened 

ties between scientific research and policy-making to advance global nuclear disarmament 

efforts. 

 

 
Petra Seibert from the University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences (BOKU) and the Institute of Meteorology 

& Climatology, Austria, presented the scientific support for the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. © 
Helmholtz SynCom 

Sebastian Wetterich from the German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina delivered a 

talk titled "The Leopoldina’s Perspective on Community and Policy Advice and the Case of 

Earth System Sciences." Founded in 1652, the Leopoldina is the world's oldest continuously 

operating academy of natural sciences and medicine and has served as Germany's National 

Academy of Sciences since 2008. In this role, the Leopoldina aims to represent German sci-

entific interests internationally and provide policymakers and the public with science-based 

advice. In recent years, the Leopoldina has focused on Earth System Science, addressing 

critical issues such as climate change, sustainable development, and biodiversity loss. Their 

efforts involve developing recommendations for the scientific community, societal change, and 

policy-making. These recommendations are communicated through statements, reports, fact 

sheets, workshops, symposia, and interactive websites to enhance impact and reach a broader 

audience. 

One significant contribution is the 2022 report, "Tomorrow’s Science: Earth System Science – 

Discovery, Diagnosis, and Solutions in Times of Global Change," which emphasizes the need 

to establish Earth System Science as a key framework for education and research in Germany. 

This report received substantial community feedback, prompting critical discussion and leading 

to significant funding for new tenure-track junior professorships in Earth System Science at 

German universities. 

A new Leopoldina working group is currently addressing the challenges of the Anthropocene 

by incorporating interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary approaches into a conceptual 

https://front.un-arm.org/publications/tpnw-sag-report.pdf
https://levana.leopoldina.org/receive/leopoldina_mods_00591
https://levana.leopoldina.org/receive/leopoldina_mods_00591
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framework. The Academy's efforts highlight the importance of evolving Earth System Sciences 

to understand and address the urgent challenges facing our planet. 

 

 
Sebastian Wetterich of the German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina at EGU 2024. © Helmholtz Syn-

Com 

Meike Lohkamp from the Helmholtz Climate Initiative presented a talk titled "The Parliamentary 

Evening – A Successful Instrument of the Science-Policy Dialogue" at the EGU 2024 confer-

ence. The presentation detailed the concept and effectiveness of Parliamentary Evenings as 

a medium for enhancing dialogue between science and policy. In particular, Lohkamp focused 

on the Parliamentary Evening held on November 8, 2022, which addressed the theme of "cli-

mate-resilient cities." This event, organized by Helmholtz SynCom and the Helmholtz Climate 

Initiative, aimed to bridge the gap between researchers and policymakers. It provided a plat-

form for discussing the challenges and solutions related to making cities more resilient to cli-

mate change. The event emphasized three core messages: the impact of climate change on 

urban areas, the necessity of collaboration among research, politics, economy, and municipal-

ities, and the crucial role of Helmholtz research in informing and supporting policy decisions. 

Attended by 69 guests, including federal and state politicians, industry representatives, and 

scientists, the event featured presentations on topics such as sustainable building and the 

"sponge city" concept. Discussions continued at thematic tables, facilitating deeper engage-

ment and the exchange of ideas. 

Lohkamp highlighted the success of the event in fostering meaningful connections and dia-

logue, illustrating the potential of Parliamentary Evenings to inform and influence policy, 

thereby enhancing the integration of scientific insights into legislative processes. 
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Meike Lohkamp from the Helmholtz Climate Initiative presenting at EGU 2024. © Helmholtz SynCom 

Katharina Sielemann of Helmholtz SynCom presented a talk titled "Integrating Knowledge and 

Establishing Exchange on Sea Level Rise to Advance Policies," co-authored by Annette 

Kirschmann, Almut Brunner, and Marie Heidenreich. The presentation emphasized the im-

portance of aligning scientific data with the needs of decision-makers to ensure political rele-

vance, scientific expertise, and timeliness. Sielemann highlighted that face-to-face interactions 

are crucial for developing a mutual understanding of the needs, requirements, and perspec-

tives of both scientists and policymakers, ensuring that the information provided is accurate 

and actionable. 

In 2023, Helmholtz SynCom, along with scientists from Helmholtz Centres AWI, GFZ, GE-

OMAR, and Hereon, organized a parliamentary breakfast focused on the topic of sea level 

rise. The event aimed to inform political decision-makers about the sources, impacts, and sig-

nificance of sea level rise for Germany. Additionally, it sought to foster enduring relationships 

and promote dialogue between Helmholtz experts and federal politicians. The parliamentary 

breakfast proved to be an effective tool for initiating and strengthening the science-policy dia-

logue. It provided a platform to concisely present complex research topics, such as sea level 

rise, from a holistic scientific perspective and discuss the socio-political relevance and the cur-

rent need for action with policymakers. This case exemplified how targeted, engaging events 
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like parliamentary breakfasts can effectively bridge the gap between science and policy, fos-

tering productive dialogues crucial for informed decision-making. 

 

 
SynCom consultant Katharina Sielemann giving a presentation on considerations for planning and conducting sci-
ence-policy dialogues, using the Parliamentary Event on Sea Level Rise as a case study. © Helmholtz SynCom 

Ali Leonard presented a talk titled "Embedded Research into Collaborative Multi-Scale Water 

Resources Planning in England and Wales," co-authored by Jaime Amezaga, Richard Black-

well, Elizabeth Lewis, and Chris Kilsby. This research, part of Leonard's PhD project at New-

castle University and supported by the Water and Infrastructure Resilience Centre of Doctoral 

Training (WIRe CDT), focuses on evaluating the importance of scale in water resources plan-

ning, considering the recent shift towards regional and national planning alongside traditional 

company-level planning. The project leverages WIRe CDT's strong industry ties, allowing 

Leonard to observe and participate in real-world planning processes. Key components of the 

research include placements in national and regional planning bodies, semi-structured inter-

views with industry stakeholders, and workshops with regional planning group leaders and 

regulators. This hands-on approach provides valuable insights into the multi-scale planning 

process. 

Data from these activities is analyzed to identify successes, failures, and recommendations. 

Findings are continuously fed back to decision-makers to improve strategic water resources 

planning. The research emphasizes the importance of building relationships, trust, and a col-

laborative framework for effective multi-scale planning. The emerging governance frameworks 

in England and Wales are attempting to integrate multiple planning scales for the first time 

since the 1960s. The ultimate goal is to develop a model that ensures aligned plans meeting 

long-term water supply needs. 
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Ali Leonard of Newcastle University at EGU 2024. © Helmholtz SynCom 

Raffaella Russo from the University of Salerno, Italy presented an insightful talk on the H2020 

CORE project at the conference, emphasizing the project's role in enhancing community read-

iness for emergencies and bridging the gap between scientists and policymakers. The CORE 

project aims to provide actionable guidance and foster trust and credibility among citizens and 

policymakers by sharing lessons learned from past disasters. In the project, a standardized 

system template for analyzing disaster case studies, ensuring transparency and uniformity in 

data collection, was developed and simplifies comparisons across diverse EU regions. Notable 

case studies include the L’Aquila earthquake (Italy, 2009), Manchester arena bombing (UK, 

2017), Venkatapuran industrial accident (India, 2020), Aude region flash flooding (France, 

2018), Great East Japan earthquake and tsunami (Japan, 2011), Jerusalem wildfire (Israel, 

2021), and the Covid-19 pandemic (2020-2023). 

Russo highlighted key achievements of the CORE project, such as recommendations to gov-

ernments to enhance company resilience against supply chain disruptions and the develop-

ment of a safety culture toolkit within the Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) context. The project 

also provided guidance on understanding public behaviors concerning available information, 

identifying information needs, and countering misinformation before, during, and after disas-

trous events. 

The talk underscored the importance of a cohesive approach to disaster preparedness and 

response, demonstrating how the H2020 CORE project effectively connects scientific research 

with policy-making to improve disaster resilience across Europe and beyond. 
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Raffaella Russo from the University of Salerno, Italy presented the H2020 CORE project at EGU 2024. © Helm-

holtz SynCom 

Maria Vittoria Gargiulo, stepping in at the last minute, presented the talk "Bee – A Tool to Help 

Policy and Decision Makers in Understanding Risk Assessment and Mitigation" originally 

scheduled for Massimo Carosella. The talk focused on addressing the challenges and oppor-

tunities in disaster risk control and mitigation. The critical aspect is the scientific research 

needed to formulate policies that anticipate, manage, and alleviate catastrophic events, which 

increasingly affect human communities with unpredictable and uncontrollable consequences. 

Gargiulo emphasized the importance of effectively communicating scientific knowledge to 

meet the needs of communities, policymakers, decision-makers, and practitioners while 

providing practical solutions. She highlighted the difficulty in finding specific information or 

practical examples in particular disciplines or fields of research. An opportunity arises from 

using communication tools that enable policymakers to share knowledge with citizens, foster-

ing prompt and global communication exchanges. This approach not only raises community 

awareness but also adds social value by minimizing organizational investment and incurring 

no costs for individual citizens. 

In this context, the development of Bee was discussed. Bee is a software framework designed 

to support the entire process of defining, implementing, and managing a Risk Management 

model. The methodology and reference standards employed are globally accepted in the Risk 

Management field. Bee's strategic design allows full customization regarding its functionality 

during the pre-deployment process and user adjustments at any time without developer inter-

vention or additional costs. This adaptability makes Bee suitable for various applications within 

the same organization, allowing for the reception of any risk indicators, defining types of risks, 

and selecting the most appropriate risk assessment methodologies and mitigation actions. 

Gargiulo explained that Bee is now a strategic tool for managing and communicating risks 

related to natural and anthropogenic events, benefiting both policymakers and communities. 
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Maria Vittoria Gargiulo from the University of Salerno, Italy, delivered the presentation on behalf of Massimo 

Carosella (C.C.S.-Carosella Corporate Solutions, LLC, CCS UK) at EGU 2024. © Helmholtz SynCom 

Joel Gill, representing both, Geology for Global Development and the School of Earth and 

Environmental Sciences at Cardiff University, presented a talk titled "Geology for Global De-

velopment: An International Initiative to Strengthen the (Earth) Science-Policy Interface and 

Help Catalyze SDG Implementation". This presentation highlighted the crucial role Earth sci-

entists play in advancing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), given their expertise 

in understanding, monitoring, protecting, managing, and restoring the natural environment. 

Gill emphasized the importance of strengthening the science-policy interface to ensure that 

Earth scientists' work remains relevant to policy priorities and facilitates a smooth flow of 

knowledge to decision-makers. He outlined three key strategies to achieve this: Enhancing 

Coherence Between Development, Science, and Higher Education Strategies, Increasing 

Participation of Earth Scientists in Policy Mechanisms, and Embedding Social and Political 

Context into Earth Science Work. 

Geology for Global Development, a UK-based charitable organization with special consultative 

status with UN-ECOSOC since 2022, is actively contributing to these strategies through vari-

ous work programs. They have established a research program focused on "education for 

sustainable development," analyzing Earth science education in relation to Kenya's renewable 

energy goals. They facilitate early-career Earth scientists' engagement in policy mechanisms, 

such as hosting a side event on Earth science education at the UN STI Forum. Additionally, 

they publish open-access learning resources for higher education, including a module on "ge-

oscience and sustainable development." 

These actions collectively enhance Earth science education, strengthen the science-policy in-

terface, and increase the impact of Earth scientists in implementing the SDGs. 

 

https://www.gfgd.org/news-events/2021/6/14/strengthening-geoscience-education-for-sustainable-development-in-kenya
https://www.gfgd.org/education
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Joel Gill from Geology for Global Development, United Kingdom and Cardiff University, United Kingdom at EGU 

2024. © Helmholtz SynCom 

Aoife K. Braiden of the Geological Survey Ireland presented a talk titled "Connecting Geother-

mal Energy Research and Policy – An Example from Ireland," co-authored by Sarah Blake and 

Koen Verbruggen. The presentation focused on the increasing importance of using research 

and evidence to inform policy, as highlighted in Ireland's Civil Service Renewal 2030 Strategy, 

which emphasizes 'Evidence-Informed Policy and Services.' 

Braiden discussed the challenges of connecting researchers with policymakers, such as dif-

ferences in language, timelines, and priorities, which can lead to missed opportunities or poorly 

informed policies. Efforts by research funding agencies to focus on policy-related topics often 

result in impractical outputs for policymakers or ineffective communication of results. 

Since 2015, the Geological Survey Ireland has been developing a geothermal research pro-

gram to support the transition to renewable energy. This program has funded research projects 

through national and international schemes. The outputs from these projects have directly sup-

ported the development of a national geothermal energy framework by the Department of the 

Environment, Climate and Communications. In July 2023, the Irish Government released a 

policy statement on geothermal energy development, aiming to promote the sustainable use 

of Ireland’s geothermal resources for decarbonizing the heating and cooling of buildings, as 

well as for industrial applications and power generation. This statement outlines the preferred 

regulatory approach and a strategy to promote sustainable geothermal resource development 

for heating, cooling, industrial uses, and power generation. 

Braiden emphasized the need for continued collaboration between academia, policymakers, 

and national organizations to ensure that research outputs effectively integrate into national 

policy. The presentation provided a case study demonstrating the successful integration of 

geothermal energy research into policy, highlighting the importance of tailored research and 

sustained collaboration for informed decision-making in the renewable energy sector. 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/9def7-policy-statement-on-geothermal-energy-for-a-circular-economy/
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Aoife K. Braiden of the Geological Survey Ireland at EGU 2024 in Vienna. © Helmholtz SynCom 

Yu-Hsien Chen from National Taiwan University presented a talk titled "How Can Bureaucrats 

Help Change Light Bulbs? Evaluation of Pro-Poor Energy Initiatives in Taiwan," which explored 

Taiwan's approach to balancing energy efficiency with fairness and justice, particularly for mar-

ginalized communities, amid global net-zero transition pressures. Since 2012, Taiwan's central 

government, in partnership with municipal governments, has developed comprehensive en-

ergy-saving policies for residential and commercial sectors. A significant advancement was 

the incorporation of "energy vulnerability care measures" into the 2018 Municipal Energy Con-

servation Plan, which addresses unique energy challenges in Taiwan, such as low electricity 

prices and high summer cooling demands, deviating from the typical energy poverty discourse 

focused on winter heating needs in liberalized electricity markets. 

Chen's study aimed to bridge the gap between Western-centric energy poverty discussions 

and the evaluation of vulnerable groups within Taiwan's net-zero transition. The research be-

gan with an inventory of energy conservation reports from various counties and cities, followed 

by semi-structured interviews with project organizers, unit supervisors, commissioned compa-

nies, and cooperative organizations. These interviews explored the designation and implemen-

tation of energy conservation measures and the collaborative obstacles between local and 

central governments. Findings revealed a dual path dependence in the decentralized ap-

proach, with both vertical and horizontal challenges. Local bureaucrats expressed a need for 

mandatory policies with central government guidance to enhance direction and momentum. 

Local governments often emulated successful measures from peers, even if not entirely rele-

vant to their context. Despite hierarchical dominance in policy design, commissioned compa-

nies played a crucial role, demonstrating a better understanding of vulnerable populations' 

needs and policy shortcomings, leading local governments to rely more on their expertise. 

Chen advocated for a dual strategy: reinforcing top-down bureaucratic energy education while 

expanding bottom-up decision-making authority to empower relevant talents. Additionally, in-

tegrating energy-vulnerable care measures with the social welfare system would leverage ex-

isting trust foundations and frontline knowledge, effectively addressing energy vulnerability in 

Taiwan. 



 

13 

 

 
Yu-Hsien Chen from the National Taiwan University at EGU 2024. © Helmholtz SynCom 

Noélie Auvergne, along with Jannik Sielmann, Julie Oppenheimer, and David Gallego Torres 

from the European Research Council Executive Agency (ERCEA), presented a talk titled 

"From Frontier Research to Biodiversity Conservation and Restoration Policies." This presen-

tation highlighted how the European Research Council (ERC), the leading European funding 

organization for frontier research, supports projects that extend beyond excellent science to 

address societal and policy-relevant issues, particularly in biodiversity. 

The talk, which Auvergne delivered remotely from Brussels, showcased how ERC grantees 

contribute to the interface of science and policy in the field of biodiversity. A recent report 

detailed the contributions of over 230 ERC-funded projects across various scientific disciplines 

– ranging from life sciences to social sciences and humanities – that generate knowledge per-

tinent to biodiversity and ecosystem policymaking. Some of these projects have influenced 

scientific evidence cited in policy documents, such as reports by the Intergovernmental Sci-

ence-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES). 

The presentation included examples of research projects that focus on reconstructing ecosys-

tem baselines, assessing human activity impacts, planning land use and resource allocation 

in conservation biology, studying land-climate dynamics in the context of climate change, and 

evaluating the social impact of urban greening initiatives. 

The Feedback to Policy team at the ERCEA plays a crucial role in identifying, analyzing, and 

communicating policy-relevant research results to European Commission services. This effort 

is led by ERCEA scientific officers and policy advisers working on themes related to earth 

science, green transition, and sustainability. Their work ensures that the outcomes of frontier 

research funded by the ERC effectively inform and shape European biodiversity conservation 

and restoration policies. 
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Noélie Auvergne of the European Research Council Executive Agency (ERCEA) during her remote talk at EGU 

2024. © Helmholtz SynCom 

Georg Sebastian Voelker's presentation “Reflecting on the Role of Science Advice in the Cli-

mate Crisis: The Importance of Science-Society-Policy Interfaces”, co-authored by Luisa Wirth, 

(both Scientists for Future Frankfurt am Main, Germany) addressed the critical role of science 

advice in tackling the climate crisis, focusing on the interfaces between science, society, and 

policy. Voelker emphasized that while the causes and effects of anthropogenic climate change 

are well-documented across various scientific disciplines, the implementation of mitigation and 

adaptation measures often lags behind political goals. 

In Germany, increased political awareness has led to more climate legislation. However, recent 

federal climate policies have faced misinformation, public mistrust, and uninformed debates. 

This trend is mirrored at the local level, such as in Frankfurt (Main), where climate policies 

have sparked significant political dissent. 

Voelker highlighted the necessity for scientists to engage directly with both, the public and 

policymakers, serving as honest brokers of information. This engagement is crucial for inform-

ing societal processes and facilitating the transition to net carbon neutrality. He argued for 

integrated knowledge brokering that includes a broader range of stakeholders and emphasized 

that scientists should not only inform but also mediate debates among different agents. This 

approach reshapes the role of scientists from mere informants to active participants in societal 

change and the debates surrounding it. Voelker’s talk underscored the importance of enhanc-

ing science-society-policy interactions to bridge the knowledge-action gap and promote effec-

tive climate action. 
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Georg Sebastian Voelker, Scientists for Future Frankfurt am Main, Germany at EGU 2024. © Helmholtz SynCom 

 

Virtual poster session 

After the presentations, the audience could directly engage with the speakers and their respec-

tive projects during a virtual poster session. Overall, the session served as a catalyst for dia-

logue and knowledge exchange, highlighting the importance of interdisciplinary collaboration 

in addressing complex societal challenges. 

 

 

Participants of the virtual poster session discussing impactful science-policy-dialogues at EGU 2024. © Helmholtz 
SynCom 
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Splinter meeting 

The session was accompanied by a splinter meeting i.e. a networking session, which was 

hosted by Marie Heidenreich and co-convened by Chloe Hill, Raffaella Russo, Giorgia Stasi, 

Maria Vittoria Gargiulo, and Marie Cavitte. The splinter meeting “Science-Policy-Interface” 

served as a platform to exchange ideas, network, share experiences and insights among sci-

entists, science managers, science communicators, and policymakers from all career levels 

and science disciplines who work within the science-policy interface. After an icebreaker ac-

tivity the attendees were divided into three groups, each focusing on different aspects of the 

science-policy interface. The discussions were lively and constructive, covering the topics i) 

science-policy experiences, ii) challenges of science-policy interactions and how to overcome 

them, and iii) big science-policy questions that so far have not been answered. The participants 

engaged in discussions, formed new partnerships, and strengthened previous ones. 

 

  

   
Exchanging ideas, networking, and sharing insights at EGU 2024’s “Science-Policy-Interface” splinter meeting.   

© Helmholtz SynCom 


